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is tethered a great fat ox. It is of a white colour passing
into a slaty grey on the shoulders and legs : its long horns
are artificially bent to opposite sides and adorned with
bunches of hair : the tuft of the tail is cut off. This is the
makwi) the Apis of the negro. His master, who has singled
him out from his youth for his colour and certain marks, has
cherished and reared him in order that he may one day be
his pride in the eyes of the village. He has gelded him,
adorned him, trained him to walk at the head of the herd,
to dance, and to fight. His makwz is always an object of
his tenderest attention ; he never fails to bring him a bundle
of the finest herbs ; if he can procure a bell, he hangs it
round the animal's neck; and at evening, if he has milk or
merisa enough for guests, the drum is beaten to summon the
youth to come and dance round the deified ox." l

Again, speaking of the Nuehr, another pastoral tribe of Reverence
the Upper Nile, a traveller tells us that " as among the Dinka, $u^r for
so among the Nuehr-negroes the cattle enjoy a respect, their cattle,
indeed we may say a veneration, which reminds us of the
animal worship of the ancient Egyptians, especially of that
of the holy steer Apis, though the respect may be grounded
on the simple fact that cattle are the only possession of these
negroes. The largest and handsomest bull is the leader of
the herd ; he is decked with'bunches of hair and small bells,
marked out from the rest in every way, and regarded as the
guardian genius of the herd as well as of the family. His *
loss is the greatest misfortune that can befall his owner. At
night his master drives the animal round the herd, couched
about the smoky fire, and sings of his beauty and courage,
while the bull signifies his contentment by a complacent
lowing. To him his master every morning commits the herd,
in order that he may guide them to the best pastures and
guard them from danger; in him he reveres his ideal of all
that is beautiful and strong;" nay he designates him by the
same name which he applies to his own dim conception of a
Supreme Being, Nyeledit, and to the thunder." 2
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